
This month we are learning about why God 
sent Jesus to us. As God’s Son, Jesus gave 
himself as a sacrifice so that we can have a 

relationship with God, and because of Jesus’ 
death on the cross, we don’t need someone 
to communicate with God for us. When we 
accept Jesus as our Savior, we can pray to 

God directly, receive his wisdom from the Holy 
Spirit, and spend eternity with him in heaven.
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BIBLE STORIES

Read this story from Genesis about how Adam and Eve disobeyed God.

Old Testament

THINK

CHAPTER 3

The Key Question: 
How do I have a relationship with God?

Adam and Eve Disobey God 
Genesis 2–3

 God created the first man and woman on day six. Adam and Eve did 
everything together. And they spent time walking and talking with God. 
They were all very happy. 

 But Satan, God’s enemy, could not stand God’s perfect world. I must 
do something! Satan decided. So he made himself look like a snake and 
wrapped himself around the branch of the tree of wisdom. Satan stuck 
out his forked tongue to smell the ripe fruit from the beautiful tree.

2928
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“Simply scrumptious!” the snake hissed.

Eve heard the snake and asked, “What is scrumptious?”

The snake answered, “This fruit.”

 “That is the fruit from the tree of wisdom,” said Eve. “God has said we 
can’t eat from that tree. If we do, we will die.”

 “No! You won’t die,” said the snake. “God is afraid you will gain the 
knowledge of good and evil. If you eat the fruit you will be like God.”

 Eve wanted to eat some fruit, even though God had told her and Adam 
not to. So she took a bite. “Mmm,” she said.

3130
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 Adam saw that Eve didn’t die when she ate the fruit. She offered him 
some, and Adam took a bite. Suddenly, Adam and Eve realized they were 
naked. They ran and hid in the bushes.

 Then God called to Adam and Eve. They did not answer. But God knew 
where they were. “Why are you hiding from me?” he asked.

“We didn’t want you to see us naked,” Adam answered.

 “You have eaten from the forbidden tree!” God said. “I love you both, 
but you may not live in my garden anymore.” 

It was a very sad day for everyone.

3130
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When Adam and Eve sinned, they had to leave the 
garden. They had to be separated from God. It looked 
like God’s perfect relationship with his children was 
destroyed. But it wasn’t.

God had a marvelous plan to put that relationship 
right again. He would show his people how their sins 
could be forgiven. God planned to send his only Son, 
Jesus, to die for our sins, to take all the blame on 
himself, so that we could be right with God again. 
And that is just what happened. Jesus died on the 
cross. And three days later, something amazing and 
wonderful and quite unbelievable happened …

The Jump to Jesus

He Has Risen!
Luke 24:1–12

New Testament

32 33
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BIBLE STORIES

This story tells us about how Jesus died on the cross.

393

Jesus Dies
Matthew 27; Luke 23; John 19

Jesus had to carry his cross to a place called 
The Skull. There the soldiers nailed him to 
the cross.
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394

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them. They don’t 
know what they are doing.” A written sign 
above him read: This is Jesus, The King of 
the Jews. Two robbers were crucified with 
him. One was on his right and one on his 
left. For three hours, the land was covered 
with darkness. Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “My God, my God, why have you 
deserted me?” After Jesus cried out again, 
he bowed his head and died.
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BIBLE  STORIES

Read Matthew 28:1–10 and the Life in Bible Times feature to learn about how Jesus was raised from the dead.

1162 Matthew 27–28
days I will rise again.’ 64

 So give the order 
to make the tomb secure until the third 
day. If you  don’t, his disciples might come 
and steal the body. Then they will tell the 
people that Jesus has been raised from the 
dead. This last lie will be worse than the 
first.”

65
 “Take some guards with you,” Pilate 

answered. “Go. Make the tomb as secure 
as you can.” 66

 So they went and made the 
tomb secure. They put a seal on the stone 
and placed some guards on duty.

Jesus Rises From the Dead

28 The Sabbath day was now over. It
was dawn on the first day of the 

week. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb.

2
 There was a powerful earthquake. An 

angel of the Lord came down from heaven. 
The angel went to the tomb. He rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. 3

 His body shone 
like lightning. His clothes were as white 
as snow. 4

 The guards were so afraid of 
him that they shook and became like dead 
men.

5
 The angel said to the women,  “Don’t 

be afraid. I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here! 
He has risen, just as he said he would! 
Come and see the place where he was 
lying. 7

 Go quickly! Tell his disciples, ‘He 
has risen from the dead. He is going ahead 
of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ 
Now I have told you.”

8
 So the women hurried away from the 

tomb. They were afraid, but they were filled 
with joy. They ran to tell the disciples.

9
 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings!” 

he said.

They came to him, took hold of his feet 
and worshiped him.

10
 Then Jesus said to them,  “Don’t be 

afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee. There they will see me.”

The Guards Report to 
the Chief Priests

11
 While the women were on their way, 

some of the guards went into the city. They 
reported to the chief priests all that had 
happened.

12
 When the chief priests met with the 

elders, they came up with a plan. They 
gave the soldiers a large amount of money. 
13

 They told the soldiers, “We want you to 
say, ‘His disciples came during the night. 
They stole his body while we were sleep-
ing.’ 14

 If the governor hears this report, we 
will pay him off. That will keep you out of 
trouble.”

15
 So the soldiers took the money and did 

as they were told. This story has spread all 
around among the Jews to this very day.

Jesus’ Final Orders to His Disciples
16

 Then the 11 disciples went to Galilee. 
They went to the mountain where Jesus 

Go and make disciples 
of all nations . . . And 
you can be sure that I 

am always with you, 
to the very end.
Matthew 28:19–20

Jesus’ Tomb
The tombs of rich 
people were cut into 
rocky hillsides. A 
large round stone 
was rolled in front of 
the opening to close 
it after the dead body 

was put in it. Read Matthew 27:57–61. This is 
the kind of tomb in which Jesus was buried.
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BIBLE STORIES

Use this Bible reading plan to learn more about the Easter story.
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DEVOTIONALS

Who is Jesus, and why is he important? This Q&A helps us understand 
why God sent Jesus to us and what his sacrifice means for us.

Who is Jesus?
Jesus is God’s son. Because sin came into the world when Adam 
and Eve disobeyed God, God asked Jesus to come to make things 
right again. Jesus was born (just about 2,000 years ago), and he 
lived in a part of the world called the Holy Land. When he was 
about thirty years old, he began to preach and to heal. Three or 
four years later he was nailed to the cross to die. When the people 
who loved him went to his grave three days later, Jesus’ body 
wasn’t there. He had come back to life, just as he said he would.

Where is Jesus now?
Jesus is in heaven with his Father. But he has not left us alone 
here on earth.  He sent the Holy Spirit with us—to make us strong 
when we feel like giving up, to help us care about other people 
when we sometimes don’t feel like it, to tell us that Jesus will 
always love us.

Why did Jesus have to die?
It was all part of God’s great plan. You see, we all deserve 
to be punished. God loves us so much he sent Jesus to take our 
punishment. Because of Jesus we can know for sure that God 
welcomes us into his loving arms—right now and when we die 
and go to be with him.

Does Jesus love me?
Jesus loves you more than you can imagine. He loves you 
when you cry and when you laugh; when you argue with your 

brother or when you’ve had a bad day. He loves you so much 
that he died for you—but he isn’t still dead. He is alive, 

and he is watching over you every 
day. You can be sure that he 

will never let you down. 
He will still love you your 
whole life long. And you 
will live with him forever. 
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DEVOTIONALS

This devotional teaches us about why Jesus needed to die and what his death means 
for us. Spend time looking up the verses included so you can share this with others.

LUKe 24
1297

He was tak en up into heav en. 52 Then 
they wor shiped him. With  great joy, 
they re turned to Je ru sa lem. 53 Ev ery 
day they went to the tem ple, prais ing 
God.

Jesus Is Taken Up Into Heaven
50  Jesus led his dis ci ples out to the 

area near Beth a ny. Then he lift ed up 
his  hands and  blessed them. 51  While 
he was bless ing them, he left them. 

 A jailer asked, “What must 
I do to be saved?” What did 

Paul say? 
(SEE ACTS 16:31.)

why did Jesus die?
Do you know why Jesus died? It wasn’t because anyone forced 
him. He had a choice. No one could take his life; he gave it 
(John 10:18). When soldiers came for him, Jesus said, “Do you 
think I can’t ask my Father for help? He would send an army 
of more than 70,000 angels right away” (Matthew 26:53).

Why did Jesus need to die? God loves us and wants us 
to live forever with him, so he gave his only son. That way 
whoever believed in him wouldn’t get the punishment we 
deserved. Instead, we would live forever with God (John 3:16).

We’ve all done wrong things. Because we’ve sinned, we don’t 
deserve to live forever with God (Romans 3:23, 6:23). But Jesus 
never sinned (Hebrews 4:15). He died to take our punishment. 
He is the only way to heaven (John 14:6). We can’t get there by 
trying to be good (Ephesians 2:8). We need to turn away from 
sin and trust Jesus (Acts 20:21, Romans 10:9). 

CoNnecT
the dots

..... . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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DEVOTIONALS

What is salvation, and why do we need it? This devotion teaches us 
about what it means for us to accept Jesus as our Savior.

141

May 21

Salvation
Pastor Duane prayed with Mark in a corner of the room. All around 

them was the noise of the youth meeting. Kids were laughing and 
talking loudly, but for Mark everything 
was quiet inside. He could feel  Jesus’ 
love surround him like a warm glow. 
Pastor Duane talked softly. “Mark, do 
you love  Jesus?”

“Yeah,” Mark prayed, “ Jesus, for-
give me for being a mess-up and do-
ing wrong things. Tonight I just want 
to ask you to be with me, and I want to 
love and believe in you for the rest of 
my life.”

Mark just made a big choice to accept salvation. But what is it? Why 
do we need it?

God is perfect. He can’t ever do anything wrong because he is holy. 
That makes it hard for God to have a close friendship with us, because 
he’s so holy and we’re not. But God’s son  Jesus came to earth and al-
lowed himself to be killed even though he never did anything wrong. 
When he came back to life, he took the world’s badness away. He made 
us holy. When we believe in  Jesus, God doesn’t see the bad things (the 
sins) we might have done in the past or will do in the future —  he just 
sees somebody he loves. That’s salvation! Cool, huh?

Did You Know?

Did you know salvation means “to save”?

Words to Treasure
 Jesus answered, “I am the 

way and the truth and the 

life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.”
John 14:6
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COLORING PAGE

Read Luke 24:1–12 and then color this picture about Jesus’ resurrection.

Adam and Eve Disobey God: Genesis 2–3
Key Idea: I believe a person can have a relationship with 

God by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

He is Risen!: Luke 24:1–12
Key Verse: God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ.

—Ephesians 2:8
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ACTIVIT IES

Solve this crossword puzzle about some of the events in Jesus’ life.

Copyright © 2010 by Zondervan

1

jesus’s life

3. Jesus taught that the most important command is to love the 
 _______________, and the second most important one is to love your 
 neighbor (Mark 12).

4. When some men with a paralyzed friend could not get into 
 a crowded house to see Jesus, they dug a hole through the 

 _______________ (Mark 2).
5. Joseph, who raised Jesus as his son, was a _______________, and 

 Jesus became one too (Matthew 13; Mark 6).
8. Jesus told his disciples that he was going away to prepare a 

 place for them in his Father’s _______________, (John 14).
9. When Jesus was twelve years old and his parents were looking 
 all over for him, they found him in the courts of the _______________ 
 (Luke 2). 

11. When the women went to Jesus’s tomb on Sunday morning, an 
 angel told them, “He is not here; he has _____________” (Matthew 28).

12. After King Herod died, Jesus’s parents took him home to 
 _______________, and he grew up there (Matthew 2).

13. As Jesus was crucified, the sign above him read, “This is Jesus, 
 the _______________ of the Jews” (Matthew 27).

14. When Jesus called some fishermen to be his disciples, he told 
 them, “From now on you will fish for _______________” (Luke 5). 

16. During a terrible storm, Jesus was _______________ in the back of the 
 boat; then he calmed the wind and the waves (Mark 4).

17. One of Jesus’s disciples, named _______________, betrayed him by 
 guiding soldiers and officials to a garden so they could arrest 
 him (John 18).

ACROSS
2. Jesus was born in the town of _______________ (Luke 2).
5. Forty days after he rose from the dead, Jesus went back up to 

 heaven, and a _____________ hid him from the disciples’ sight (Acts 1).
6. In the desert, Jesus fasted for _______________ days before the Devil 

 began to tempt him (Matthew 4).
7. When Jesus was transfigured on the mountaintop and some 
 of the disciples saw his glory, his clothes became dazzling 
 _______________ (Mark 9).

10. While Jesus was on trial, Peter disowned him _______________ times, 
 saying that he didn’t know Jesus (Mark 14). 

14. At the Last Supper, Jesus and his disciples gathered in an upper 
 room to share a special meal called the _______________ (Luke 22). 

15. After his friend _______________ died, Jesus raised him from the dead 
 (John 11).

17. Jesus was baptized in the _______________ River by his cousin, John 
 the Baptist (Matthew 3).

18. To escape from King Herod, Jesus’s parents took him to ___________ 
 (Matthew 2).

19. Peter said that Jesus was the _______________ (which means “the 
 anointed one”) and the Son of God (Matthew 16).

DOWN
1. Jesus performed his first miracle at a _______________ in the town of 
 Cana, where he turned water into wine (John 2).

Can you figure out the crossword puzzle?
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CONTENT PULLED FROM ADVENTURE BIBLE ACTIVITIES AT ADVENTUREBIBLE.COM

ACTIVIT IES

Answer key for Jesus’ Life Crossword

Copyright © 2012 by Zondervan

jesus’s life

Answer key

B E T H L E H
W
E M
D
D
I
N
G

O
R
DC L O U

R
O
O
F O R T Y

A

P
E
N
T
E
R

W H I T

H R E
T
E
M
P
L
E

H
O
U
S
E

P A S O V E
I
S
E
N

N
A
Z
A
R
E
T
H

A A R U S
L
E
E
P
I

N
G

J O R D A
U
D
A
S

K
I
N
GE Y P T

E
O

L
M E S S I H

JESUS’ LIFE
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ACTIVIT IES

When we look at the cross, we are reminded of Jesus’s sacrifice. He loved us so much that he died for us.

CONTENT ADAPTED FROM THE STORY FOR KIDS, LATER ELEMENTARY, ISBN 9780310719229

BEAN MOSAIC

STUFF YOU NEED: 

• Several varieties of dried beans in different colors and sizes
• Cardboard
• White glue
• Markers
• Scissors

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Share that the cross reminds us of what Jesus did for us—that he died for our sins so
we can be with him forever.

2. Have the children cut cross shapes out of cardboard.

3. Then use the beans and glue to create a mosaic effect by arranging them in pleasing
artistic patterns.

4. As the children work, talk about:
• Why would someone volunteer to take another person’s punishment?
• What does the cross mean to you?

5. Share that Jesus died for our sins so we can be with him forever. He wants us to
accept the love God gives us.
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ACTIVIT IES

CONTENT PULLED FROM THE STORY FOR KIDS CURRICULUM, LATER ELEMENTARY, ISBN 9780310719229

Name 

LATER ELEMENTARY: THE STORY FOR KIDS,  LESSON 26 ACTIVITY SHEET

YES, JESUS LOVES ME TOO

Solve the puzzle. Look for words that are a part of the lesson this week. Remember that Jesus loves 
us all.

C H O I C E S A R T S D U H A Y B P P X 
G Q Q S C K M E A S E A N O U V U T H P 
S N G D B V V F F U R U D Z T N X T G T 
N B Y V B E G O Y R I E G U I W X L J M 
S H R R R Z Y R S T V W V S J N O S B N 
R J V O K X K G E N G Y H O L O X V K X 
E E F L S I Q I D G J M Y A S R E T E P 
I S J Q M P E V A J E M E L A S U R E J 
D U H P Q X M E S N M D U Z C D A M A T 
L S X D L U J N T O Y B O F T Y G P H G 
O I Q U X X K E H K V X E W M V Z V O V 
S I V M P T R S I N S V C W W H D U C R 
C B I G W I T S J J S K F R G N Z F M R 
C J P T X C L M I F B E Y E C G L N H L 
L C F A X I Z S F J V D N R H Z T H S Z 
L J B I K S M Z C O A Q O K K E T B O S 
P L C M K Z U R L G J S F V R Q A V A K 
O Y L C Z L W K U H S Q G V P V Q V C T 
O E M W S K F Q R Y F A U F B R I E E T 
J M K G N B L S L T M P E K Y G J S U N

CHOICES

CROSS

FOREVER

FORGIVENESS

HEAVEN

JERUSALEM

JESUS

JUDAS

LOVE

PASSOVER

PETER

PUNISHMENT

SINS

SOLDIERS

TRUST

wORD BANK

Jesus loves you so much that he died so that you can be forgiven for your sins for all eternity.  
Read Luke 22:1-71 to help you as you complete this crossword puzzle about Jesus’ love for you.
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ACTIVIT IES

CONTENT PULLED FROM THE STORY FOR KIDS CURRICULUM, LATER ELEMENTARY, ISBN 9780310719229

Name 

LATER ELEMENTARY: THE STORY FOR KIDS,  LESSON 26 ACTIVITY SHEET

YES, JESUS LOVES ME TOO

Solve the puzzle. Look for words that are a part of the lesson this week. Remember that Jesus loves 
us all.

C H O I C E S A R T S D U H A Y B P P X 
G Q Q S C K M E A S E A N O U V U T H P 
S N G D B V V F F U R U D Z T N X T G T 
N B Y V B E G O Y R I E G U I W X L J M 
S H R R R Z Y R S T V W V S J N O S B N 
R J V O K X K G E N G Y H O L O X V K X 
E E F L S I Q I D G J M Y A S R E T E P 
I S J Q M P E V A J E M E L A S U R E J 
D U H P Q X M E S N M D U Z C D A M A T 
L S X D L U J N T O Y B O F T Y G P H G 
O I Q U X X K E H K V X E W M V Z V O V 
S I V M P T R S I N S V C W W H D U C R 
C B I G W I T S J J S K F R G N Z F M R 
C J P T X C L M I F B E Y E C G L N H L 
L C F A X I Z S F J V D N R H Z T H S Z 
L J B I K S M Z C O A Q O K K E T B O S 
P L C M K Z U R L G J S F V R Q A V A K 
O Y L C Z L W K U H S Q G V P V Q V C T 
O E M W S K F Q R Y F A U F B R I E E T 
J M K G N B L S L T M P E K Y G J S U N

CHOICES

CROSS

FOREVER

FORGIVENESS

HEAVEN

JERUSALEM

JESUS

JUDAS

LOVE

PASSOVER

PETER

PUNISHMENT

SINS

SOLDIERS

TRUST

wORD BANK

Answer key to Yes, Jesus Loves Me Too word search.
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