
This month we will be learning 
about humility. Humility is the 

attitude we have when we value 
others above ourselves. When 

we are humble, we serve others, 
and we use our words and actions 
to glorify God rather than taking 
credit for what we are able to do.
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BIBLE STORIES

Israel’s first king was Saul, but he did not obey God. Then God chose a humble shepherd named David who 
would be a good king and servant for his people. Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13, memorize the Words to Treasure 

verse (1 Samuel 16:7) and do the Live It! Activity. This passage  tells us what God looks for in a person.

336 1 Samuel 15–16

me tell you what the Lord said to me last 
night.”

“Tell me,” Saul replied.
17

 Samuel said, “There was a time when 
you  didn’t think you were important. But 
you became the leader of the tribes of Isra-
el. The Lord anointed you to be king over 
Israel. 18

 He sent you to do something for 
him. He said, ‘Go and set the Am a lek ites 
apart. Set those sinful people apart to me in 
a special way to be destroyed. Fight against 
them until you have wiped them out.’

19
 “Why  didn’t you obey the Lord? Why 

did you grab what you had taken from your 
enemies? Why did you do what is evil in 
the sight of the Lord?”

20“But I did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I 
went to do what he sent me to do. I totally 
destroyed the Am a lek ites. I brought back
Agag, their king.

21
 “The soldiers took sheep and cattle 

from what had been taken from our ene-
mies. They took the best of what had been 
set apart to God. They wanted to sacrifice 
them to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”

22
 But Samuel replied,

“What pleases the Lord more?
Burnt offerings and sacrifices, or 

obeying him?
It is better to obey than to offer a

sacrifice.
It is better to do what he says than to

offer the fat of rams.
23 Refusing to obey him is as sinful as 

using evil magic.
Being proud is as evil as worshiping 

statues of gods.
You have refused to do what the Lord

told you to do.
So he has refused to have you as 

king.”
24Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have 

sinned. I’ve broken the Lord’s command. I 
haven’t done what you directed me to do. I 

was afraid of the people. So I did what they 
said I should do. 25

 Now I beg you, forgive 
my sin. Come back into town with me so I 
can worship the Lord.”

26
 But Samuel said to him, “I  won’t go 

back with you. You have refused to do what 
the Lord told you to do. So he has refused 
to have you as king over Israel!”

27Samuel turned to leave. But Saul 
grabbed hold of the hem of his robe, and
it tore.

28Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord has 
torn the kingdom of Israel away from you 
today. He has given it to one of your neigh-
bors. He has given it to someone who is 
better than you. 29The One who is the
Glory of Israel does not lie. He  doesn’t 
change his mind. That’s because he  isn’t
a mere man. If he were, he might change
his mind.”

30
 Saul replied, “I have sinned. But please 

honor me in front of the elders of my people 
and in front of Israel. Come back with me 
so I can worship the Lord your God.”

31
 So Samuel went back with Saul. And

Saul worshiped the Lord.
32Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag,

the king of the Am a lek ites.”
Agag  wasn’t afraid when he came to 

Samuel. He thought, “The time for me to 
be put to death must have passed by now.”

33
 But Samuel said,

“Your sword has killed the children of 
other women.

So the child of your mother will be 
killed.”

Samuel put Agag to death at Gilgal in the 
sight of the Lord.

34
 Then Samuel left to go to Ramah. But 

Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 
35Until the day Samuel died, he didn’t go 
to see Saul again. Samuel was filled with 
sorrow because of Saul. And the Lord was 
very sorry he had made Saul king over Is-
rael.

Samuel Anoints David to
Be Israel’s King

16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How
long will you be filled with sorrow

because of Saul? I have refused to have
him as king over Israel. Fill your animal 
horn with olive oil and go on your way. I am 
sending you to Jesse in Bethlehem. I have 
chosen one of his sons to be king.”

It is better to obey 
than to offer a 

sacrifice.
1 Samuel 15:22
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2
 But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul 

will hear about it. Then he’ll kill me.”
The Lord said, “Take a young cow with 

you. Tell the elders of Bethlehem, ‘I’ve 
come to offer a sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 In-
vite Jesse to the sacrifice. Then I will show 
you what to do. You must anoint for me the 
one I point out to you.”

4
 Samuel did what the Lord said. He ar-

rived at Bethlehem. The elders of the town 
met him. They were trembling with fear. 
They asked, “Have you come in peace?”

5
 Samuel replied, “Yes, I’ve come in 

peace. I’ve come to offer a sacrifice to the 
Lord. Set yourselves apart to him and 
come to the sacrifice with me.”

Then he set Jesse and his sons apart to 
the Lord. He invited them to the sacrifice.

6
 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab. 

He thought, “This has to be the one the 
Lord wants me to anoint for him.”

7
 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not 

consider how handsome or tall he is. I have 

not chosen him. I do not look at the things 
people look at. Man looks at how someone 
appears on the outside. But I look at what 
is in the heart.”

8
 Then Jesse called for Abinadab. He had 

him walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel 
said, “The Lord  hasn’t chosen him ei-
ther.”

9
 Then Jesse had Shammah walk by. But 

Samuel said, “The Lord  hasn’t chosen him 
either.”

10
 Jesse had seven of his sons walk in 

front of Samuel. But Samuel said to him, 
“The Lord  hasn’t chosen any of them.” 
11

 So he asked Jesse, “Are these the only 
sons you have?”

“No,” Jesse answered. “My youngest 
son is taking care of the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him. We  won’t sit 
down to eat until he arrives.”

12
 So Jesse sent for his son and had him 

brought in. His skin was tanned. He had a 
fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Get up and anoint 
him. He is the one.”

13
 So Samuel got the animal horn that 

was filled with olive oil. He anointed David 
in front of his brothers. From that day on, 
the Spirit of the Lord came on David with 
power. Samuel went back to Ramah.

David Serves Saul
14

 The Spirit of the Lord had left Saul. 
And an evil spirit that was sent by the Lord 
terrified him.

Man looks at how 
someone appears on 

the outside. But I 
look at what is in 

the heart.
1 Samuel 16:7

What Is Important About You?
What is the first thing you notice when a new student comes to 

your school? Read 1 Samuel 16:1–13. Samuel was looking for a new 
king for Israel. When he saw Jesse’s tall, handsome son Eliab, he thought 
he had found the new king. But he was looking at the wrong thing. 
Samuel was looking at the outside. What part of a person is most 
important to God? That’s right. The inside!

Cut a heart from red paper. Make it about as large as your face. Now tape 
it to a mirror so that you see the heart instead of your face. On the heart 
write things that describe a child of God. Write things like “helpful,” 
“caring,” “honest” or “friendly.”

Put the heart where you will see it often. When you see it, 
remember that the kind of person you are inside is what really 

matters.

1 Samuel 16:1–13
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Jesus set an example for us so that we know what it looks like in action 
to be humble. This story tells us about how he served his disciples.

 A few days before Jesus died, he and his disciples ate supper together to celebrate 
the Feast of Passover. Jesus knew that his time on earth was almost over. He wanted 
his disciples to know how much he loved them. Before they started to eat, Jesus got 
up from the table. He poured water into a bowl and knelt down in front of Peter. 
Jesus began to wash Peter’s dirty feet. Peter was confused. He didn’t understand why 
Jesus was kneeling to do the humble job of a servant.

“No!” said Peter. “You can’t wash my feet.”

“If I don’t, you are not part of me,” explained Jesus.

“Oh,” said Peter. “Then wash all of me!”

Jesus Humbles Himself in Front of His Disciples 
John 13:1–17  

New Testament
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THE

JESUS ANSWER

Believe!

KEY VERSE: 

Think of others as better than yourselves.

—Philippians 2:3 



KEY IDEA: 

I choose to value others more than myself.

 “Only your feet need to be washed,” said 
Jesus as he continued washing. “You see, a 
person who has already bathed is clean, but 
his feet get dirty when he walks along the 
road.” After Jesus washed all the disciples’ 
feet, he sat back down at the supper table.

 “Do you know why I did that?” he 
asked his disciples. “You call me Lord, 
and that is right. But today I gave you 
something to remember. A servant is not 
more important than his master. See how 
I served you? I want you to serve each other 
in the same way. And if you do these things, 
you will be blessed.”
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THE

JESUS ANSWER

Believe!

KEY VERSE: 

Think of others as better than yourselves.

—Philippians 2:3 



KEY IDEA: 

I choose to value others more than myself.

What a wonderful way for Jesus to show his disciples 
how much he loved them. Jesus, the King, was willing 
to become a servant and kneel before his friends to wash 
their dirty feet. Now if  Jesus could be so humble and 
loving, don’t you think we should be like that too? Learn 
from Jesus.

Be humble in all you do. Love others. Value them more 
than you value yourself. If  you can do these things, then 
just like the disciples long ago, you will be blessed too.
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And sometimes we 
believe certain people 
are more valuable than 
others. 

But God wants us to 
see things differently.

Jesus spent a lot of 
time with people 
whom others disliked 
or thought were 
unimportant. 

Every single person in our world is valuable, precious, 
and made in God’s image. Sometimes we forget that 
and think that we’re more important than others. 

BE HUMBLE

- 52 -

This devotional teaches us that we should put others before ourselves because God loves us all.
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DEVOTIONALS

. . . WISDOM COMES TO THOSE WHO ARE NOT PROUD.

PROVERBS 11:2

In fact, Jesus says we should always put others first—that’s what it 
means to be humble (and it’s one big way we share God’s love). 

When we treat others as valuable (and don’t see ourselves as more 
important than anyone else), we are loving the way God wants us to.

He saw people for exactly who they were. Each one of them was 
precious to him and he loved them all equally because we are all 
God’s children. We should live that way too! 

And sometimes we
believe certain people
are more valuable than
others.

But God wants us to
see things differently.

Jesus spent a lot of
time with people
whom others disliked
or thought were
unimportant.

- 53 -
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March 21

Humble Is
R ick stood on the theater stage looking a little nervous, but when 

he began to sing he completely forgot to be nervous. He remem-
bered everything his singing teacher 
had said. He dropped his shoulders, 
relaxed, and had a good time just sing-
ing. He almost forgot he was singing 
in front of important people. When 
he fi nished, he waited for them to say 
something.

“Rick, do you want to say anything?” 
the director of the play asked, looking very serious.

Rick cleared his throat. “Thank you for letting me try out for your 
play. I hope my best was what you are looking for.”

The director sat back in his chair and smiled for the fi rst time. “Well, 
Mr. Campbell, your best is exactly what we’re looking for. Welcome to 
our show. We would like you to sing in our play.”

Humble is not about bragging, trying to impress people, trying to 
get attention, or needing to be fi rst. Humble is just being what God 
made you. And that’s impressive enough without you saying a thing. 
Let people discover the amazing person you are without big talk. God 
loves a humble heart. Humble looks very good on you, and it goes with 
everything.

Did You Know?
Did you know that Moses was the most 
humble guy on the face of the earth? The guy 
just didn’t know how to be too proud. And 
God took that humble man and stood him 
before kings. Humility looked good on Moses 
too.

Words to Treasure
But he gives grace to those 

who are not proud.
Proverbs 3:34

9780310746171_Adventure Bible Book of Devotions for Early Readers.indd   Sec2:80 7/29/14   2:45 PM

This devotional reminds us that we glorify God when we humbly use the gifts he has given us. 
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Job was a righteous man that experienced pain and suffering. 
Despite the trials he faced, Job remained humble and faithful to God.

94

There was a man who lived in the land of Uz. His name was 

Job. He was honest. He did what was right. He had respect for 

God and avoided evil. One day angels came to the Lord. Satan 

also came with them. The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you 

come from?”

Satan answered, “From traveling all around the earth. I’ve been 

going from one end of it to the other.”

Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you thought about my 

servant Job? There isn’t anyone on earth like him. He is honest. 

He does what is right. He has respect for God and avoids evil.”

“You always give Job everything he needs,” Satan replied. 

“That’s why he has respect for you. Haven’t you guarded him 

and his family? Haven’t you taken care of everything he has? 

You have blessed everything he does. His flocks and herds are 

spread all through the land. But now reach out your hand and 

strike down everything he has. Then I’m sure he will speak evil 

things against you. In fact, he’ll do it right in front of you.”

The Lord said to Satan, “All right. I am handing everything 

he has over to you. But do not touch the man himself.”

Week 5
The Story of Job   
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Then Satan left the Lord and went on his way. He sent 

painful sores on Job. They covered him from the bottom of 

his feet to the top of his head. He got part of a broken pot. 

He used it to scrape his skin. He did it while he was sitting 

in ashes.

His wife said to him, “Are you still continuing to be faithful 

to the Lord? Speak evil things against him and die!”

Job replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. We accept 

good things from God. So we should also accept trouble when 

he sends it.”
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In spite of everything, Job didn’t say anything that was 

sinful. After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord made 

him successful again. He gave him twice as much as he had 

before. All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had 

known him before came to see him. They ate with him in 

his house. They showed their concern for him. They 

comforted him because of all the troubles the Lord had 

brought on him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and a 

gold ring.

The Lord blessed the last part of Job’s life even more than 

the first part.
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