New International Reader’s Version — Parent Packet

This month we are learning about God'’s
forgiveness and what it means for us. We do
many things that go against God's will and
plan for us, and we should always confess
those sins and ask for his forgiveness. When
we accept Jesus as our Savior and turn away
from our sins, God forgives us and cleanses
us so that we are no longer guilty in his sight.
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BIBLE STORIES

Read the story of the lost sheep in Matthew 18:10-14 and learn about how God feels when we sin or
walk away from him. Also, try doing the activity in the Live It feature, God’s Not Mad at Me.

you. Their angels in heaven can go at any
time to see my Father who is in heaven.
12“What do you think? Suppose a man
owns 100 sheep and one of them wanders
away. Won’t he leave the 99 sheep on the
hills? Won’t he go and look for the one that
wandered off? 13What I'm about to tell you
is true. If he finds that sheep, he is happier
about the one than about the 99 that didn’t
wander off. 141t is the same with your Fa-
ther in heaven. He does not want any of
these little ones to be lost. =

End
Reading
Here

Start
Reading
Here

The Story of the Lost Sheep
— 10/11“See that you don’t look down on
one of these little ones. Here is what I tell

<l B
il B - B P - ey -

God’s Not Mad at Me!

Read Matthew 18:10-14. When this story talks about a shepherd
and his sheep, it is really talking about God and his children. You are
God’s child if you believe in Jesus. But even though you are God's child, Matthew 18:10-14
you still sin sometimes. That's like a sheep that goes away and gets
lost. The shepherd loves that sheep so much. He goes out searching
until he finds the sheep. Then he brings it home. That is just what
God does for you. He loves you no matter what you do. He wants
you to be close to him.

Draw a sheep on a piece of poster board. Glue on cotton balls for
wool. Write “God is happy about the sheep that he finds” under the
picture. Put the picture in your room. Remember that God loves you

even when you have done something wrong.

CONTENT PULLED FROM THE NIRV ADVENTURE BIBLE FOR EARLY READERS, ISBN 9780310727422 o
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DEVOTIONALS

This devotional reminds us to forgive others because God loves us.

FORGIVENESS

In the big story of the Bible, God shows us what it looks
like to love unconditionally (which means nothing we do
will ever change his love for us).

promises that no matter what we do, God is always ready

He also shows us what forgiveness looks like. The Bible
to forgive us when we ask him to.

O

CONTENT PULLED FROM TINY TRUTHS, WONDER & WISDOM, ISBN 9780310769545
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DEVOTIONALS

Because we are made in God’s image, we are made to love
the way God loves. That means we need to forgive the way he
forgives. Which isn't always easy, but Jesus says we must learn
to do it over and over again.

Although forgiving is something we do, it's actually a gift we
give. Proverbs tells us that when we forgive others, it brings
freedom and peace to the person we forgive—AND to us!

It brings the possibility of a new beginning.

So always forgive and always ask for forgiveness. We love
because we are loved. And we forgive because we are forgiven.

= 2ROV 10— %

HATE STIRS UP FIGHTS.
BUT LOVE ERASES ALL SINS BY FORGIVING THEM.

-57-

CONTENT PULLED FROM TINY TRUTHS, WONDER & WISDOM, ISBN 9780310769545 @
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DEVOTIONALS

Read Luke 23:34-43 in your Bible and then see how this devotional teaches

us why we should forgive others even when they hurt us.

LUKE 23

1294

went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.
53 Joseph took it down and wrapped it in
linen cloth. Then he placed it in a tomb
cut in the rock. No one had ever been
buried there. 541t was Preparation Day.
The Sabbath day was about to begin.

5The women who had come with
Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph.
They saw the tomb and how Jesus’
body was placed in it. 56 Then they went
home. There they prepared spices and
perfumes. But they rested on the Sab-
bath day in order to obey the Law.

(Luke 23:34).

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them. They don’t know what they are doing”

Jesus Rises From the Dead

2 It was very early in the morn-

ing on the first day of the week.
The women took the spices they had
prepared. Then they went to the tomb.
2They found the stone rolled away from
it. 3When they entered the tomb, they
did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.
4They were wondering about this. Sud-
denly two men in clothes as bright as
lightning stood beside them. 5The wom-
en were terrified. They bowed down

ToDRAY’S BiBLE READING: Luke 23:34-43

FIGHT BACK WiTH FORGIVENESS

Your best friend talks about you behind your back. You get angry and say
bad things about her. Pretty soon you're fighting. You hate each other. And

you're not friends anymore.

Sometimes people hurt you. You want to fight back. You want to get

even.

But that's not the best way. Fighting leads to more fighting. Hate leads

to more hate. It's a nasty circle.

People hurt Jesus. They whipped him and spit on him. Finally, they killed

him. But he never fought back. He forgave them.
Forgiveness takes time. First you have to feel
hurt. And you have to pray to God to help you

forgive.

But forgiveness heals friendships. Forgiving
your friend is better than getting even.

D | have read this devotion.

YOURSELF |

Have you ever forgiven
someone? Why is forgiveness
better than getting even?

For your next reading, turn to page 1296. If you want to read more, see Matthew 6:14-15 on

page 1179 and Matthew 18:21-22 on page 1198.

CONTENT PULLED FROM NiIrV KIDS" DEVOTIONAL BIBLE, ISBN 9780310744450 @
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COLORING PAGE

These coloring pages tell Joseph's story of forgiveness.

Wee< 2
Josepl'\ dncl tl'\e Colorful ROBe

Joseph was a young man. He was 17 years old. Israel loved

Joseph more than any of his other sons. Israel made him a
beautiful robe. Joseph’s brothers saw that their father loved him
more than any of them. So they hated Joseph. They couldn’t
even speak one kind word to him.

Joseph had a dream. When he told it to his brothers, they
hated him even more. He said to them, “Listen to the dream

I had. We were tying up bundles of grain out in the field.
Suddenly my bundle stood up straight. Your bundles gathered
around my bundle and bowed down to it.”

His brothers said to him, “Do you plan to be king over us? Will

you really rule over us?” So they hated him even more because

of his dream.

CONTENT PULLED FROM MY BIBLE STORY COLORING BOOK, ISBN 9780310761068 w
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COLORING PAGE NIVer

Joseph’s brothers had gone to take care of their father’s
flocks. Joseph went to look for his brothers. But they saw him

a long way off. Before he reached them, they made plans to
kill him.

“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to one another.
“Come. Let’s kill him. Let’s throw him into one of these

empty wells. Let’s say that a wild animal ate him up. Then
we’ll see whether his dreams will come true.”

CONTENT PULLED FROM MY BIBLE STORY COLORING BOOK, ISBN 9780310761068
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COLORING PAGE

When Joseph came to his brothers, he was wearing his beautiful
robe. They took it away from him. And they threw him into

the well.
They saw some Ishmaelite traders coming from Gilead.

Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our
brother? Let’s sell him to these traders.” Judah’s brothers agreed

with him.

¢t ’ '—ﬂ A

7\ ~—
'.’,'i "
\’ W\,
’ )
CONTENT PULLED FROM MY BIBLE STORY COLORING BOOK, ISBN 9780310761068 @
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CONTENT PULLED FROM MY BIBLE STORY COLORING BOOK, ISBN 9780310761068

The traders sold Joseph to Potiphar in Egypt. Potiphar put Joseph
in prison. While Joseph was there, the LorRD was with him. He

gave Joseph success in everything he did.

When years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream. In his dream, he
was standing by the Nile River. Seven cows came up out of the
river. They looked healthy and fat. After them, seven other cows
came. They looked ugly and skinny. The ugly, skinny cows ate up
the seven cows that looked healthy and fat. Then Pharaoh woke

up.

In the morning no one could tell him what they meant. So
Pharaoh sent for Joseph. He was quickly brought out of the
prison. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream. No one can tell
me what it means. But I’ve heard that when you hear a dream

you can explain it.”

“I can’t do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh. “But God will give

Pharaoh the answer he wants.”

Joseph said, “Seven years with plenty of food are coming

Copyright © 2021 by Zondervan
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COLORING PAGE NIVer

But seven years when there won’t be enough food will

follow them.

“So Pharaoh should look for a wise man. He should put him

in charge of Egypt. They should collect all the extra food of the]——

good years that are coming. It will be needed during the seven -U&

years when there isn’t enough food.” —

g

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “God has made all this known

to you. No one 1s as wise as you —
. . U

are. You will be in charge —

of my palace.” —

~ o
\\ ’
CONTENT PULLED FROM MY BIBLE STORY COLORING BOOK, ISBN 9780310761068 @
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Joseph’s brothers went down to Egypt to buy grain there. There
wasn’t enough food in the land of Canaan. Joseph was the
governor of the land. He was the one who sold grain to all its
people. When Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to
him with their faces to the ground. Joseph said to his brothers,

“I am Joseph!” But his brothers were afraid of him.

N N e

Joseph said, “Come close to me.” So they did. Then he said, “I
am your brother Joseph. I’'m the one you sold into Egypt. But

|

don’t be upset. God sent me ahead of you to save many lives.”
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COLORING PAGE

Joseph kissed all his brothers and wept over them. After that,
his brothers talked with him.

The news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had
come. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Load your
animals. Return to the land of Canaan. Bring your father and

your families back to me. I’ll give you the best land in Egypt.

S

You can enjoy all the good things in the land.’”

c

CONTENT PULLED FROM MY BIBLE STORY COLORING BOOK, ISBN 9780310761068 @
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This activity helps us understand how God washes away our sins through Jesus. When we accept Jesus

as our Savior and confess our sins, God cleanses our hearts so that we can be with him forever.

CLEAN AS A PENNY

STUFF YOU NEED:

e Dirty pennies

* Small container
* Spoon

* Vinegar (1/2 cup)
e Salt (tablespoon)
e Strainer

e Large bowl

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Mix %2 cup vinegar with a tablespoon of salt in a small container. Stir until the salt
is dissolved.

2. Give your child a few dirty pennies.

3. Have them place the penny in the vinegar solution. As they put the penny in the
solution, encourage them to think about a couple of things they have done wrong
over the last week. (i.e. said something mean to another person, disobeyed their
parents, fought with a sibling or friend, etc.)

4. After all of the pennies are in the vinegar solution, wait five minutes.

5. Then pour the solution through a strainer into a large bowl and rinse with clean water.

6. Let your child keep their clean penny to remember the lesson. (If you are doing
this with more than one child, mark the pennies with a different color per child using a

permanent marker before putting them into the vinegar solution.)

7. Talk about how God's forgiveness makes our hearts clean.
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This activity reminds us that we must rely on God in order for us to be forgiven and cleansed of our sins.

SPOT SCRUBBERS

STUFF YOU NEED:

e Washable or dry-erase markers

e Tub of water (or the bathroom sink)
* Soap

e Disinfectant wipes

e Toothbrush

¢ Toothpaste

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Share that sometimes when we sin, we try to get rid of the problem ourselves.
But what we really need is God to make us clean.

2. Have children use markers to write or draw on their palms. They can write something
that represents a sin, or they can just make a spot.

3. Have them try three different methods of cleaning the spot and see which one works
best: soap and water, disinfectant wipe, or scrubbing with toothpaste and brush (the
abrasive in the toothpaste helps clean).

4. Once they are done cleaning their hands, have the following discussion:
a. Tell me about a time you were sorry. What happened?
b. Why do you think God wants us to be sorry when we do something wrong?
c. Tell them that no matter how sorry we are, we're going to mess up again.
every time we mess up, God is ready to forgive us again.
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This crossword puzzle reminds us of what happened to Joseph and how he forgave his brothers.

JOSEPH 1
2
3
4
5 6
7 8 9 10
m
12
13
14 15
16
17
18
Can you figure out the crossword puzzle?
ACROSS DOWN
2. One of Pharaoh’s officials, named , 1. The man who was a dreamed of a vine and some
bought Joseph when he arrived in Egypt (Gensis 37). grapes (Genesis 40).
4. During the seven years when there were good crops, 3. Joseph forgave his brothers and told them, “You
Joseph stored in the cities (Genesis 41). intended to harm me, but God intended it for
5. Joseph's brothers bought some grain in Egypt and (Genesis 50).
carried it home in (Genesis 42). 4. Joseph said that the dreams meant there was going to
7. Joseph’s father gave him an ornate (Genesis 37). be a (Genesis 41).
1. Pharaoh’s second dream was about heads of , seven 6. When the famine came, Joseph opened the
good ones and seven withered ones (Genesis 41). and sold grain to the people (Genesis 41).
12. Joseph was wrongly accused of a crime and put into 8. The silver cup was found in the sack that belonged to
(Genesis 39). (Genesis 44).
14. The ruler of Egypt, who was called , had two 9. The people who bought Joseph from his brothers took him to
dreams that troubled him (Genesis 41). (Genesis 37).
15. Pharaoh put Joseph in charge and had him ride in a 10. The man who was a dreamed of some birds eating
chariot (Genesis 41). bread (Genesis 40).
17. Pharaoh’s first dream was about , seven fat ones and 13. Joseph was sold by his brothers for twenty pieces of
seven skinny ones (Genesis 41). (Genesis 37).
18. Joseph's were jealous of him and hated him 15. When Joseph went to see his brothers, they threw him in a
(Genesis 37). (Genesis 37).
16. Joseph said he couldn't tell what Pharaoh’s dreams meant, but

would (Genesis 41).
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Answer key for crossword puzzle.
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