
This month we are celebrating Jesus, 
and we are praising him for what he 
has done for us. Jesus came to Earth 

so that we could learn more about 
God and build a relationship with him, 

and he gave his life so that we can 
spend eternity with God.
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BIBLE STORIES

Using your Bible, follow this 7-day reading plan to learn more about 
the events that took place leading up, during, and after Jesus’s birth.
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This is the story of how an angel told Mary that she would become the mother of Jesus our Savior. 

Surprised by an Angel
Matthew 1:18–25; Luke 1:26–38

Mary loved her village and the hills around the little town of Nazareth. The 
morning dew felt cool on Mary’s toes as she walked to the well for water.

“Good morning!” a voice interrupted Mary’s walk. 

“Who-o-o … are you?” Mary asked the stranger.

“I am the angel Gabriel, and God has sent me to tell you something 
important. The Lord has blessed you and is with you,” said the angel visitor. 
Mary’s mind was full of questions and confusion.

“Don’t be afraid,” the angel reassured her. “God is very pleased with you. 
He has chosen you to be the mother of the Son of God. Soon you will have 
a baby boy, and you will call him Jesus. He will be called great … and he 
will save the world.”

“But how can this be?” said Mary, still confused. “I’m not married yet.”

“God will cause a miracle to happen. With God all things 
are possible!”

Mary listened and believed the angel’s words.  
“I trust the Lord. I am his servant, and I am ready for this 
miracle.” Mary knew this was a great blessing, and she 
began to sing praises to the Lord.
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Meanwhile, the angel visited Joseph. He was a good 
man, and he loved Mary very much. The angel came 
to Joseph in a dream with the same message. “God 
has caused a miracle to happen. Even though you 
aren’t married, God’s Holy Spirit has caused Mary to 
be pregnant. She will have a baby boy, and you will 
name him Jesus. Give him that special name, because 
it means he will save his people from their sins.”

Joseph believed all that the angel said. He was ready 
to obey. Mary was ready to obey. Together, they 
waited for the special miracle to come true. 

I will give the world 
a special gift: my Son. 

He is the Messiah, 
the Prince of Peace—

the one that I 
promised to send. 

Endless will be his love; 
boundless, his power. 

He will be the 
King of Kings 

who saves the world!

God’s 
Message
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BIBLE STORIES

This story tells us about the first people who were told about Jesus’ birth and how they reacted to the news.

Angels Sing to Shepherds
Luke 2: The Shepherds Visit Baby Jesus

128

“Look at the sky,” a shepherd said.

“It looks like it is day,” said another.

“But it is night.”

The shepherds were so afraid.

They did not know what the light was.

Angels Sing to Shepherds
Luke 2: The Shepherds Visit Baby Jesus

129
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“Don’t be afraid,” an angel said.

“I have something to tell you.

There is a new baby in town.

You should go see him.

He is God’s Son.”
130

Then more angels came.

They filled the sky.

The angels sang about God.

Then they went away.
131
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“Let’s go into town,” the shepherds said.

“Let’s go see God’s Son.”

The shepherds ran into town.

They found baby Jesus in a barn.
132

The shepherds were so happy

to see God’s Son!

They wanted to tell others about Jesus.

They told all the people they could find.
133
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DEVOTIONALS

JOhN 4
1303

some wa ter.  Jesus said to her, “Will you 
give me a  drink?” 8 His dis ci ples had 
gone into the town to buy food.

9 The Sa mar i tan wom an said to him, 
“You are a Jew. I am a Sa mar i tan wom an. 
How can you ask me for a  drink?” She 
said this be cause Jews  don’t have any­
thing to do with Sa mar i tans.

10  Jesus an swered her, “You do not 
know what  God’s gift is. And you do not 
know who is ask ing you for a  drink. If 
you did, you  would have  asked him. He 
 would have giv en you liv ing wa ter.”

11 “Sir,” the wom an said, “you  don’t 
have any thing to get wa ter with. The 
well is deep.  Where can you get this liv­
ing wa ter? 12 Our fa ther Ja cob gave us 

Jesus Talks With a Woman 
From Samaria

4 Now  Jesus  learned that the Phar i­
sees had  heard  about him. They had 

 heard that he was gain ing and bap tiz ing 
more dis ci ples than John. 2 But in fact 
 Jesus was not bap tiz ing. His dis ci ples 
were. 3 So  Jesus left Ju dea and went 
back  again to Gal i lee.

4  Jesus had to go  through Sa mar ia. 
5 He came to a town in Sa mar ia  called 
Sy char. It was near the  piece of land Ja­
cob had giv en his son Jo seph. 6 Ja cob’s 
well was  there.  Jesus was  tired from the 
jour ney. So he sat down by the well. It 
was  about noon.

7 A wom an from Sa mar ia came to get 

 I have read this devotion.

For your next reading, turn to page 1307. If you want to read more, see 1 John 4:7–12 on 
page 1564.

Today’s BiBle Reading: John 3:16–18

open your presenT
It’s Christmas. Your dad wraps up a big present and puts it in front of you. 
You look at the present. You pick it up and rattle it. then you shake your 
head. “No, I don’t want it, Dad,” you say. “take it back.”

would you ever refuse a gift? that would be crazy!
Your heavenly Father has a great Christmas 

present for you too. But you can’t just pick it up 
and shake it. You have to open it. You have to 
accept it.

that present is Jesus. he is the best 
Christmas present ever. will you believe in him? 
will you open up your heart and let him in?

Open your present from God—today!

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who 
believes in him will not die but will have eternal life” (John 3:16).

MoNday

What did God give to you? 
Will you accept God’s gift 
to you?

Read John 3:16-18 from your Bible before reading this devotional, 
which teaches us about the gift God has given us through Jesus. 
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This devotional and activity reminds us to always search for Jesus, just as 
the Wise Men searched for him using the star God placed in the sky.

285285

278

The Star
When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. The Wise 
Men went to the house. There they saw the child with his 
mother Mary. They bowed down and worshiped him.

— matthew 2:10–11a

Have you ever wondered about the star the Wise Men followed to find 
baby Jesus? Scientists think it could have been a comet or a supernova, 

which is an explosion in the sky that slowly fades from sight over several 
weeks or months. The star could also have been the planets Jupiter and 
Venus lining up together to form a bright light in the sky. Whatever it was, 
God placed the star in the sky to help the Wise Men search for baby Jesus.

What or who has God used in your life to bring you closer to him? 
Maybe a friend invited you to church. Maybe someone cheered you 

up when you felt sad. Or maybe you have a parent or grandparent 
who reads the Bible with you. You might not have a star to fol-

low like the Wise Men, but God places people and things in 
your life to guide you to him.

Draw a large star on a piece of cardboard. Cut it out 
and wrap it in aluminum foil, then hang it up in your 

room to remind you to keep seeking God.

9780310765097_NIrV_AdvBbl_PolarDevo_int.indd   285 2/25/19   10:23 AM
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COLORING PAGE

Mary obeys the message from God and Jesus was born.

112

God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin. The girl was engaged 

to a man named Joseph. The virgin’s name was Mary. The 

angel said, “The Lord is with you.” Mary was very upset. But 

the angel said, “Do not be afraid, Mary. God is pleased with 

you. You will give birth to a son. You must name him Jesus.” 

“How can this happen?” Mary asked. The angel answered, 

   “The Holy Spirit will come to you. The holy 

one that is born will be called the Son of God. 

   Nothing is impossible with God.”

“I serve the Lord,” Mary answered. “May 

it happen to me just as you said it would.” 

Then the angel left her. 

Week 1 
Angel Visits Mary and Jesus is Born
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Week 1
Angel Visits Mary and Jesus is Born
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Caesar Augustus required that a list be made of 

everyone in the whole Roman world. All went to 

their own towns to be listed. 

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David. He 

went there with Mary. Mary was engaged to him. 

She was expecting a baby. 

While Joseph and Mary were there, the time came 

for the child to be born. She gave birth to her first 

baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in large strips   

        of cloth. Then she placed him in a manger. 

There was no room for them in the inn. 
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ACTIVIT IES

In this activity, you’ll create ornaments to hang on your Christmas tree to celebrate Jesus’ birth.

CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENTS

STUFF YOU NEED: 

• Clear glass ornaments (or plastic if you can find some that have removable tops)
• Bottles or tubes of acrylic paint (CAUTION: have children wear old clothes and smocks

as this paint will stain)

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Carefully remove the top of the ornament. Pull the top off a little. Then pinch the two
wires together to pull the top the rest of the way off.

2. Let children pick out their paint colors. Two or three usually work best.
3. Let child squeeze paint in the ornament. You can add all of the colors at once because

the paint won’t mix.
4. Have children turn the ornaments being careful not to turn them completely upside

down so the paint can spill out. Keep turning until paint covers the entire inside of
the ornaments.

5. Let the paint dry for an hour or so before putting the top back on the ornaments for
your children.

https://www.thenivbible.com/nirv/?utm_source=nivsite&utm_medium=parentpack&utm_campaign=NIrVLogo
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The shepherds were the first to hear the news of Jesus’ birth, and they 
couldn’t wait to see their new King and to tell others about him. This fun 

activity reminds us that we should also be excited to share the news of Jesus.

MARBLE MANGER RELAY

STUFF YOU NEED: 

• Six or more people
• Marbles
• Construction paper (one sheet per person)
• Masking tape

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Use the masking tape to mark start and finish lines across the room from each other.
2. Split the group into 2 or more groups with each group having at least 3 people.
3. Give each player a sheet of construction paper.
4. Show how to fold the paper in half lengthwise two times to create a crevice that looks

like a manger.
5. Remind children that in the Bible story (Luke 2:8-20), the angels brought good news

to the shepherds, the shepherds ran off to Bethlehem to see the good news—Jesus in
the manger—and then the shepherds told everyone they could find about the good
news of a Savior. Your job is to pass the good news (the marble) across the room by
rolling it from one manger to another.

6. Players stand next to each other, feet touching, and pass the marble from his manger to
the next person’s manger.

7. Once a player passes the marble from his manger to the next person’s manger, he or
she can run to the head of the line and be ready to receive it, then pass it again.

8. If someone loses control of the marble and it falls to the floor, everyone on that team
goes back to the start line.

9. The first team to make it to the finish line, wins!

CONTENT ADAPTED FROM THE STORY FOR KIDS, LATER ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM, 
ISBN 9780310719229

Copyright © 2021 by Zondervan

https://www.thenivbible.com/nirv/?utm_source=nivsite&utm_medium=parentpack&utm_campaign=NIrVLogo
https://store.faithgateway.com/products/the-story-childrens-curriculum-31-lessons?variant=13751371759727&utm_source=nivsite&utm_medium=parentpack&utm_campaign=NIrVstorychildrenscurriculum


15

ACTIVIT IES

Copyright © 2010 by Zondervan
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Can you find all the words in this word search?
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 Jesus Mary Joseph Savior 
 Shepherds Magi Sheep Inn 
 Manger Census Bethlehem Angel 
 Star Baby Herod Dream 
 Gold Incense Myrrh Nazareth

Read about the birth of Jesus in Luke 1:26—2:20 and Matthew 1:18—2:12. 
Then complete this word search about the nativity story.
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THE NATIVITY STORY

Can you fi nd all the words in this word search?
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Shepherds  Magi  Sheep  Inn 
Manger  Census  Bethlehem  Angel 
Star  Baby  Herod  Dream 
Gold  Incense  Myrrh  Nazareth
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ACTIVIT IES

Use your Bible to look up the verses to help solve this crossword 
puzzle. Along the way, you will learn about Jesus’s life.
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1

jesus’s life

3. Jesus taught that the most important command is to love the 
 _______________, and the second most important one is to love your 
 neighbor (Mark 12).

4. When some men with a paralyzed friend could not get into 
 a crowded house to see Jesus, they dug a hole through the 

 _______________ (Mark 2).
5. Joseph, who raised Jesus as his son, was a _______________, and 

 Jesus became one too (Matthew 13; Mark 6).
8. Jesus told his disciples that he was going away to prepare a 

 place for them in his Father’s _______________, (John 14).
9. When Jesus was twelve years old and his parents were looking 
 all over for him, they found him in the courts of the _______________ 
 (Luke 2). 

11. When the women went to Jesus’s tomb on Sunday morning, an 
 angel told them, “He is not here; he has _____________” (Matthew 28).

12. After King Herod died, Jesus’s parents took him home to 
 _______________, and he grew up there (Matthew 2).

13. As Jesus was crucified, the sign above him read, “This is Jesus, 
 the _______________ of the Jews” (Matthew 27).

14. When Jesus called some fishermen to be his disciples, he told 
 them, “From now on you will fish for _______________” (Luke 5). 

16. During a terrible storm, Jesus was _______________ in the back of the 
 boat; then he calmed the wind and the waves (Mark 4).

17. One of Jesus’s disciples, named _______________, betrayed him by 
 guiding soldiers and officials to a garden so they could arrest 
 him (John 18).

ACROSS
2. Jesus was born in the town of _______________ (Luke 2).
5. Forty days after he rose from the dead, Jesus went back up to 

 heaven, and a _____________ hid him from the disciples’ sight (Acts 1).
6. In the desert, Jesus fasted for _______________ days before the Devil 

 began to tempt him (Matthew 4).
7. When Jesus was transfigured on the mountaintop and some 
 of the disciples saw his glory, his clothes became dazzling 
 _______________ (Mark 9).

10. While Jesus was on trial, Peter disowned him _______________ times, 
 saying that he didn’t know Jesus (Mark 14). 

14. At the Last Supper, Jesus and his disciples gathered in an upper 
 room to share a special meal called the _______________ (Luke 22). 

15. After his friend _______________ died, Jesus raised him from the dead 
 (John 11).

17. Jesus was baptized in the _______________ River by his cousin, John 
 the Baptist (Matthew 3).

18. To escape from King Herod, Jesus’s parents took him to ___________ 
 (Matthew 2).

19. Peter said that Jesus was the _______________ (which means “the 
 anointed one”) and the Son of God (Matthew 16).

DOWN
1. Jesus performed his first miracle at a _______________ in the town of 

Cana, where he turned water into wine (John 2).

Can you figure out the crossword puzzle?
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jesus’s life

Answer key
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